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TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: MOVEMENT OF REFUGEES FROM HONG KONG TO MACAU 

REF: (A) STATE 203265 (B) HONG KONG 10629 

1.1. MISSION OFFICER DISCUSSED SUBJECT REFTELS AUG 1 1 
WITH GILBERT JAEGER, ACTING HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
REFUGEES, AND WITH MEMBERS OF HIS STAFF. JAEGER WAS 
AWARE OF INCREASING REFUGEE INFLUX AND HIGH SUPPORT COSTS 
ON HONG KONG. 

2. WHEN PRESSED ON NEED TO MOVE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF 
REFUGEES IMMEDIATELY TO MACAU, JAEGER AGREED TO CONTACT 
UNHCR REPRESENTATIVES AT HONG KONG AND KUALA LUMPUR AND 
ASK THAT REFUGEES BE MOVED QUICKLY. HE PROMISED HE WOULD 
LET MISSION KNOW BY AUG 15 WHAT FIELD RESPONSE WAS. 

3. JAEGER ALSO ASKED HIS STAFF DEVOTE MORE ATTENTION TO 
REDUCING HOUSING COSTS HONG KONG, SINCE AS MISSION 
OFFICER POINTED OUT, WHEN MACAU CAPACITY REACHED (APPROX. 
1,000), BULK OF POTENTIONAL SAVINGS WILL HAVE TO COME 
FROM HONG KONG. SORENSON 
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